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Image used during pre-application discussion 
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The existing property to the north of the site continues in a 

similar orientation but is substantially lower down beyond a 

major level change at the boundary. Our adjacent plot carefully 

controls overlooking by orientating all the windows away from 

its neighbour.�
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The ‘saw tooth’ housing layout has many precedents. Shortly 

before the completion of the application drawings we discovered 

an almost identical example that was exhibited in the 1939 Ideal 

Home exhibition. It was brought the UK from Sweden by the 

then Housing Minister, Elizabeth Denby, author of the seminal 

‘Re-housing Europe’ in 1932. In this example however, the siet 

constraints and environmental performance have driven a 

innovative approach to the roof design and it is this that 

dominates the street scene. 

 

Each individual unit has two different sections of roof, front and back, pitched in opposite 

directions. Combined with the adjacent unit this results in a standard ‘up and over’ roof 

spanning across two properties. 

 

The initial proposal (shown at pre-application discussion stage) sought to construct a section 

of wall between the two roof pitches to provide potential for natural ventilation and daylight 

into the centre of the plan. During development this has become a chimney sited above the 1st 

floor cupboard space; possibly housing the boiler flue and a passive ventilation outlet. 

 

The rear roof planes will carry solar water heating panels and each property will have a small, 

domestic scale wind turbine. 

 

Front door positions can be varied to provide a street presence in two directions and ensure 

variety is introduced into the repeated house type. 

 

Timber clad first floors and predominantly brick ground floors ensure a visual connection 

with the existing split brick/render properties, whilst creating buildings that are of their time – 

contemporary detailing, environmentally concious materials that are suitably scaled for 

vernacular domestic architecture.�

Image used during pre-application discussion 

Further developed with chimney detail and cladding options 
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